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God is always at work. I think we need to be reminded of that simple but 

profound truth. We have been through a challenging year, and even 

though there are hopes that the Covid pandemic will wane sometime in 

2021, that is only one of many problems we continue to face. As we re-

place our calendars, let’s remember that God is not only faithful, he is ac-

tive on our behalf. 

 

Perhaps it helps to imagine our heavenly Father in the role of a conductor 

of a great orchestra. He perfectly times and invites the various instrumen-

talists to play their parts, drawing out and combining their contributions in 

order to produce the symphony. The result can be awe-inspiring when 

everyone plays his part. Of course, performing a live symphony differs 

from playing a CD. Live concerts are dynamic. The result can be marvel-

ous or hideous depending on the preparation, attention, and cooperation 

of the musicians. 

 

We have a conductor who never gets off time, never loses his place, and 

never makes a wrong stroke with his baton. On the other hand, he is 

working with a rather difficult bunch of players. Some won’t practice, some 

never look up from their own music, and some just play whatever they 

think sounds best. Our conductor can bring the best out of the most mod-

estly skilled orchestra members, as long as they yield to his direction.

  

 

Continued on next page 

WE ARE CALLED 

To "love God with all your heart" is to WORSHIP 

To "love your neighbors as yourself" is MINISTRY 

To "go...make disciples" is EVANGELISM 

To "baptize" is to incorporate into FELLOWSHIP 

To "teach them...all things" is DISCIPLESHIP 

C A L L I N G  P E O P L E  H I G H E R  

Sunday Worship 

8:15 Traditional 

9:30 Contemporary 

11:00 Blended 

11 AM Live streamed on Facebook 

Also available at mountzion-umc.org 

under Video Resources 

Watch for up to date Worship times, and  

resumption of ministry plans in the  

Connect Weekly. 

Oct - Dec 2020 

PRAISE REPORT 



WORSHIP 

God doesn’t necessarily send the difficulties of this life, but he will conduct us through them if we keep our eyes on him. I 

want to encourage us as individuals, and as a congregation, to follow the example of Simeon and Anna. Shortly after Je-

sus is born, Joseph and Mary take him to the Temple to dedicate him to God. Simeon and Anna are separately waiting 

for their cue from the conductor. On that day, God indicates that it is their time to play. 
 

That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So, when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the 

law required, Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God….–Luke 1:27-28 (NLT) 
 

Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. …She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and 

she began praising God. She talked about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Je-

rusalem.–Luke 1:36-38 (NLT) 
 

Whether you are young or old, a new believer or a mature Christian, a seminary graduate or just trying to read the Bible 

daily, you have an important part in God’s symphony. We can trust his conducting. The question is whether we will be 

ready and willing to play when he nods to us.   
 

Your fellow servant, Pastor Leonard 

FINANCE 

Financial Update through November 30, 2020 

Total Contributions to General Fund   $488,522 

Interest Income(Gen Fund)    $       534 

Less Total Budgeted Expenses                ($402,455) 

Less Escrowed Apportionments                ($  56,298) 

Income Exceeds Expenses    $  30,303 

 

Building Fund 

Building Fund Carryover from 2019   $413,398 

Money Moved by Finance Comm from Bequests  $  50,000 

Interest Earned on Building Fund CD’s in 2020  $    1,280

  

Individual/Family 2020 Contributions              $  12,912 

Total of Building Fund                $477,590 

 

Fundraisers 

Ole Fashion Supper (100% to Missions)   $    7,822 

Harvest Day (100% to Building)    $  10,223 

  

Endowment 

Endowment Principal 1/1/20    $  10,900 

Money Moved by Finance Comm from Bequests  $  50,000 

Unrealized Gain (Subject to market conditions)  $    6,913 

Market Value 11/30/20     $  67,813  

Return to 3 Worship Services 
 

The 4th quarter of this year finally brought 

the return of all three worship services.  

What a blessing to begin to gather again in 

both the chapel and the sanctuary.  With 

the resumption of the three worship ser-

vices, Sunday school resumed in person 

for children and adults as well.  Although 

we still have church family that worship at 

home, the church is beginning to feel 

somewhat active again. We continue to be 

mindful of Covid, and so we gather in 

smaller groups, but we are committed to 

continuing to gather in His name to wor-

ship, to give thanks, to grow spiritually, and 

to fellowship and encourage one another.  

We continue to pray for our church family, 

for our local and state leaders, and for our 

world, that we will again one day soon all 

be gathered under His house together. 



Harvest Day 2020 

The Annual Harvest Day auction event was held on 

Saturday, October 3rd at 10 AM. We held it under the 

shelter this year, so social distancing was easier. We 

were unable to have the traditional pancake breakfast 

and the concession stand, but we held the auction with 

Phil Cunningham who was eagerly coaxing bids from 

the crowd. The “Buy It Now” table was extremely suc-

cessful too. It was a beautiful, sunny day that brought 

over 80 folks out for the auction. We had several fami-

lies attend the auction for the very first time.  Those 

who were unable to attend in person were able to view 

the auction online, as well as bid online. Thank you to 

the Ackerman family for their help with the online auc-

tion.  
 

Ms. Lou Johnson, Kathy Johnson , Valerie Ennis, and 

Cindy Johnson kept up with the finances. Thank you to 

each of them. One of the highlights of the day, was 

when Ms. Lou Johnson received the Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award. It was so deserved! We appreciate her 

and all the others who helped. Thank you to all those 

who brought their beautiful wares and thank you to all 

those who purchased something. Thank you to Phil for 

auctioning. Thank you to the wonderful fundraising 

folks.  We raised over $10,000!!  Thanks be to God! 

 

4th Quarter Happenings 

On Friday night, October 16th, 11 men gathered at the par-

sonage for the opening session of our annual men’s re-

treat. Devotions and Ac-

tivities continued the next 

day. The group enjoyed 

food, fellowship, study, 

and discussion.  Fierce 

competition ensued as 

retreat participants en-

gaged in axe throwing, 

fire starting, spear hurling, 

and other tests of skill.   

Make plans to join us next 

year! 

Picnic & Praise Night  

On Saturday, October 24th from 4:30 - 5:30 PM, E519 

gathered for a night outside of fellowship and worship 

through song. E519 lead the evening in music, as well as 

a few other special musical offerings.  Attendees brought   

lawn chairs, and their own refreshments and were able to 

enjoy singing along, and at times just sitting back and 

letting the music just pour over them. It was a great night 

to celebrate our Lord, to fellowship with one another, and 

enjoy the outdoors.  



4th Quarter Happenings 

Missions Team 

God blessed many ministries through the offerings of Mount 

Zion. You will see below that the giving was global, national, 

and local, as well as being very diverse. Missions Team 

worked very hard to be sure that not only were physical 

needs being met, but that most importantly, the Good News 

was being shared! We encourage you to click on the links 

provided and read more about these ministries and the work 

they are doing. 

 

Global 
Wycliffe Associates wycliffeassociates.org 

Voice of the Martyrs persecution.com 

Samaritan’s Purse samaritanspurse.org 

Zoe Empowers zoeempowers.org 

Haiti – VBS 

Christian Library International https://cli.world/ 

Answers in Genesis answersingenesis.org 

Standout Ministries standoutministries.com 

National 
Boy’s JIM Club boysjimclub.org 

Joy Ranch joyranch.org 

A21 a21.org 

Ends of the Earth Cycling endscycling.com 

Local 
House of Hope houseofhopeofnc.com 

Harbor Shelter harborshelter.org 

Interfaith Prison Ministry for Women ipmforwomen.org 

I Choose Pregnancy Support Services ichoose.me 

CRU cru.org 

West Johnston Food Bank facebook.com/wjfoodpantry 

Clayton Area Ministries claytonareaministries.org 

Horse and Buddy horseandbuddy.org 

YWAM ywam.org 

Care Resources careresources.org 

Smithfield Rescue Mission smithfieldrescue.org 

Camp Rockfish camprockfish.org 

Community of Hope communityofhopeministries.org 

wycliffeassociates.org
persecution.com
samaritanspurse.org
https://zoeempowers.org/
https://cli.world/
https://answersingenesis.org/
https://standoutministries.com/
http://www.boysjimclub.org/
https://joyranch.org/
https://www.a21.org/
https://www.endscycling.com/
https://www.houseofhopeofnc.com/
https://harborshelter.org/
http://www.ipmforwomen.org/
https://www.ichoose.me/
https://www.cru.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wjfoodpantry/
https://claytonareaministries.org/
https://www.horseandbuddy.org/
https://ywam.org/
https://careresources.org/
https://smithfieldrescue.org/
https://www.camprockfish.org/
https://communityofhopeministries.org/


4th Quarter Happenings 

Why Christmas  
On Saturday, December 5th, we welcomed over 200 cars 

to our “Why Christmas” drive-thru event. “Why Christmas” 

was designed to share with our congregation and sur-

rounding community, in a socially distanced way, the 

“Why”, of why we celebrate Christmas. We had several 

church teams participate in helping to plan and prepare for 

this outreach event. When entering the campus, cars were 

greeted with instructions to tune their radio to a local sta-

tion where Mount Zion was broadcasting Christmas music 

and announcements. Each participant was able to experi-

ence how: Jesus is the Light of the World, how he was 

born human in the live nativity display, stories of his minis-

try here on earth, to the Cross and empty tomb where he 

overcame death to offer us salvation from our sins, and 

finishing with participants leaving through a forest of deco-

rated Christmas trees where they were all reminded of the 

everlasting love of Jesus.  

We are so very grateful for those who prayed, helped plan 

and prepare, and those who served during “Why Christ-

mas”, including the cleanup after. We extend a special 

thank you to those 37 families from the church who sup-

plied and decorated the forest of trees.  Even with all of 

the restrictions that our lives have on them right now, God 

always finds a way to get the “Good News” out!  



Christmas Cantata 

On Sunday, December 20th, the Mount Zion Choir 

lead the morning worship with a message of hope, 

in celebration of Christmas, through music.  The 

name of this year’s cantata was, “How Great Our 

Joy”.  Beloved carols were seamlessly blended 

with new songs and simple narration by seasoned 

composer/arranger Stan Pethel.  Participants 

were: Barbara Taylor, Sarah Lee, Les Brown, 

Donna Rex, Nefer and David Collins, Erin Nenni, 

Alyce Laird, Pete Brendle, Annabelle Brewster, 

and Scot Black.  Alfred Taylor did a special narra-

tion in between songs in the character of Asher, 

who when he was just a 12 year old boy was one 

of the shepherds in the field the night of Jesus’ 

birth. It truly was an offering from the heart!  A big 

thank you to Julie An and Isaac Ryu for their lead-

ership and dedication in finding a way in the midst 

of all the restrictions to bring this wonderful treas-

ured tradition to us all. 

4th Quarter Happenings 

New Office Manager 

The Staff-Parrish Relations Com-

mittee is pleased to announce 

that Mrs. Danna Poske has 

joined the Mount Zion staff as 

Office Manager. Her first day 

was Monday, December 7th.  

Danna was born and raised in San Antonio, TX. Her career 

took her to Houston, TX for 5 years and then to Birming-

ham, AL for 25 years. She recently retired from The Univer-

sity of Alabama at Birmingham after a 24-year career work-

ing in Central Administration, as well as the School of 

Health Professions. After retiring, Danna and her husband 

decided to relocate to NC, since three of their children from 

their blended family reside here in NC. Danna is an avid 

reader, enjoys beach time and traveling, spending time with 

their children and grandchildren, and enjoys long walks with 

their 2 golden retrievers. Danna can be reached at 919-772-

8415 and at danna@mountzion-umc.org. 

Christmas Worship 

We wanted to share a praise for this year’s Christ-

mas Worship Services. Despite the continued re-

strictions and separation due to Covid, the Lord 

provided us a way to celebrate the birth of His Son 

together.  From Sunday, Dec 20th through Thurs-

day, Dec 24th we had over 299 people worship in 

person, and an additional 366 households attend 

through online worship. What a praise! God is so 

good! As Pastor Leonard shared in his message 

on Christmas Eve; Jesus is Present and Active! 

New Volunteers 

With the resumption of our three in person worship ser-

vices, in addition to our continued commitment to offering 

online worship, we began a plan to build up our audio/

visual and live stream ministry.  We are pleased to an-

nounce several new volunteers that have answered the call 

to serve in these areas.  Grant Barbour, Layne Suttles, 

Noah Ackerman, Gavin Wiesel, and Izzi Ackerman are our 

new Slide Technicians on Sunday mornings.  They run 

both the 9:30 and 11:00 worship slides during the services.  

Timing, Focus, and Commitment are needed, and they 

each have excelled in this! 

In addition, we now have three dedicated Sound Techni-

cians that rotate each week: Tommy Crocker, Matt Trom-

mater, and Tim Ackerman; as well as three additional Live 

Stream Technicians that rotate each week: Tim Cowell, 

Kurtis Braun, and Steve Frantz.   We thank all these men 

and women for their service each week!  

mailto:danna@mountainzion-umc.org

