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. “ICanBea Christian
 without the Church”

- e ——————




Video



SOMeIncomplete
UndErstandings ofiwhatit
MEans te ke a Christian
andwhatitmeans terhe a
ChULGh:




1) “I'den't want terdealiwith
all'the mess in the
church; INjust want te
fellow Jesus.”




> liryeu want te fellew
Jesus, notice Where he
geEes and with whem he
Spends his time. (See
the Gespels.)




2) Becoming a Christian Is
a pPersenal matter; it
doeesn't have anything to
do with the church.”




nerhoedy s a tnit thoughnit
ST made Up efimany: parits;
and theugarallits parts are
many, they formaene heady:
SO IS WithrChrist: Ferwe
Wwererall'vaptized by ene
Spllkinte ene hedy —
WhetherJews ol Glreeks,
slave erfiee— and\we
Were all'giventhe ene Spidt
(@ drAnki—1 CorRthians
1:2:42-1.3 (NIN/)



> \When we BeECOmE a
Christian, We. ane
INcorpoerated Inte the
hody o Christ.




Coensequently; yeurare ne
|IGNGEriereigners and
aliens; butiellew citizens
with Gea's peopie and
mempers o1 Goad's
nousehold...—EpResians
2. 19 (ININ)



> \Whenwe become a
Christian, We' hecome

part of the community. of
faiti.




Only; liveyeurEliiena
mannerwoerhy eithe
goespel el Christ, serthat,
Whetherl'come and'see
YoU G am absentandhear
apouryeu, [AwillFknew that
Voulare standing fiamin ene
SpIrt; stiiving siderby side
Withrene mindiortae faii
o the gospel....—Philippians
1:27 (NRSV)



> \When we become a
Chrstian, we' arne
enlisted intor God's

Ve




...F0r i Christ Jesus you
are all’‘children e (Ged
lAreughraitas Asimany ol
yourasi\were haptizedne
Chrsthave clethed
Vourselves withyChrst: And
lyeu beleng terChrist, then
you are Abrahani's
efisprng; Relrs acecerding te
the promise. —Galatans
3:26:-217, 29 (NRSV)



> \When we BeECOmE a
Christian, We ReECOmE
Prethers and SISters in
God's family.-




3) Why can't |l be a
Christian withoeut the
church?:




»> Christianity’ has never
existed as an
Individualized religien; It
IS SEcIal Y. ItS VenRy
nature. (See Acts.)




4) You have tojustify your
eWn Institution.”




Wy prayerIs not ior them
alone: |'pray alserierthese
Whe willfbelieverin me
lareughrtnelrmessage; that
all’eiithiem may: e Gne,;
[Father; Justas you are in
me andfaminyeus. viay.
they alse heinius; se that
therword may believe that
Vouhave sentme:. fhave



gIvVenthem: the gleny/ that
Vouigave me; thatthey:may
PEene as \weare ene: lfin
themrandyouirmeriviay.
they be breughttercomplete
LRIty ter et thewerdd Knew.
thatyeu 'sentme and have
loVed them evenas you
have loved me. —John
1:7:20-23 (NIN)



»> Jesus prays for these
Whe Believe IR nim te be
Lnified.




Wwoerchallenges:




1)1 Invite Semeone te come
1@ church with you. If
he/she says, | can be a
Christian withoeut the
churchr:




* Jralk abeutwhat they
mean by Church” and
“Christian’.

» Help them see that
according te the Bible,
Peing a Christian Is being
part of the church.

o |AVite them te' eXpErence
a group ofi Believers Whe
are learming telive this
new. life togetner.




2). Tlake ourrelationsnips
With ether believers veny
seriously.




