blessed us with several inspirational songs on the final evenin gof the revival,
Two precious young people gave their lives in serviee to God du ring the
week. They are John Erie Raynor and April Foy Raynor, twin brother and
sister, children of Roy Max, Sr. and Clara Powell Raynor and great, great,
great grandchildren of one of our Cireunit Rider Pastors, Thompson Garrard.
We praise our Heavenly Father for His gift to us through these voung ones
and we pray His greatest blessings for them.

Bishop Blackburn's precious wife, Mary Jeanne Everett who died in May
1977, came to Mt. Zion several times to help with our women's work. We do
cherish and honor her memory and have made a contribution to the “Mary
Jeanne Blackburn Scholarship Fund”. This Fund will be a great blessing to
many voung people who need help in order to gain a thorough education and
to live a more bountiful life of service.

Bishop Paul N. Garber
1899 - 1972
Our Wonderful Leader.
From
1951 - 1968
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THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE CAROLINA
CIRCUIT OF METHODISM

“Lord, Thou has been our dwelling place in all generations.”
Psalms 90:1

We, as Carolina Methodists, have been blessed with two hundred vears in
which to serve our Lord and fellowman; and we know that God is still “our
dwelling place”. May we at Mt. Zion ever grow in serviee to Him and to those
with whom we come into daily contact.

On April 3, 1976, the Bicentennial of the “Carolina Circuit” was celebrated
at the Cameron Indoor Stadium at Duke University. Those of us from Mt.
Zion, who attended, were thrilled with the history and the record of our
achievements through the vears and of our efforts to do God’s bidding,

Almost eight thousand people from all over the State attended, many in
eolonial costumes and with their Church banners.

The Duke University Chapel Choir led the music and rendered several
inspirational anthems during the Service.

The celebration began with an invitation to the “whaole world to join in
praising God". We then responded with, “We invite the sky to thunder His
Word, the earth to rumble in His praise and the sea to swirl in song™.

This was followed by numerous hymns of praise sung by the assembly and
the choirs from many universities and colleges. Mingled with the musie
there were addresses by our Bishop, Robert M. Blackburn, and the Bishop of
the Western North Carolina Conference, Earl G, Hunt. The President of
Duke University, Terry Sanford, made the introductions and engineered the
program through to a grand finale.

There were references to God's great Creation and the establishment and
growth of Christianity with all races of people throughout the eons of time.

An American Indian prayer was guoted as follows:

“May the sun always be warm on your shoulders,
May the spirit of the wind blow gently across your face,
May the light of the moon and stars always guide vour paths,
May the moisture of the dew always fill the thirst of your life,
From the rising of the sun to the setting of the moon,
From today until tomorrow, and from this moment to forever.”

Dean Thomas Langford of Duke University led the assembly in the
symbolism of the rock upon which Jesus established His Church through
faith like Peter's when He said, “Thou are Peter and upon this rock I will
build My Church”. Matthew 16:18. Each person was presented a bit of stone
taken from the guarry near the university. (Stones from this quarry were
used in constructing Duke University and the beautiful Duke Chapel)

The Editor of the Christian Advoeate, James C. Stokes, had this to say bout
the continuation of our work for the Lord;

“We are gathering new strength for the tests of tomorrow.
We are not going to death under the burdens of these times!
Rather we are rising with Christ out of the tomb to a larger life,
A more meaningful servanthood, and a more glorious destiny.”
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CORRECTIONS FOR VOLUME I

Errors and omissions found in the first volume, of eourse, were not made
intentionally. “To err is human”, we are told; and to find those errors and
make amends is a God given achievement. The errors and omissions found so
far are as follows:

1. On Page 26, concerning those who helped raised funds for the Church
during the depression days of 1929-33, is stated that two of those who
helped in addition to many others were “Lenwood Wrenn and wife,
Edyth Wrenn". Correction: It should have read Lenwood Wrenn and
wife, Julia G. Wrenn.

2. On Page 32 is stated that Ransom Bridgers and Adeline Thompson were
parents of Mary Bridgers Taylor, wife of A.D). Taylor. The record of
Ransom Bridgers and wife, Adeline Thompson Bridgers, having sold
land to a Mr. Gower in the eighteen hundreds was found in a Johnston
County Book of Deeds. However, it has been brought to may attention
that Ransom Bridgers and wife, Adeline Barber Bridgers were the
parents of Mary Bridgers Taylor. The Ransom Bridgers and wife,
Adeline Thompson, are not recorded in the Bridgers-Taylor family

record.

3. Page 68 Member or Friend To Whom Married
Recorded: Mark Myatt Unknown
Correction: Mark Myatt Mary Speight

4. Page 69
Recorded: Elizabeth Willis Dr. John Thomas

Sanders Leach
Correction: Elizabeth Willis Dr. James Thomas
Sanders Leach
Date Joined

5. Page 76 Church
Add: Lonnie Batts Ruby Payne Batts 1917
Page 78
Recorded: Edward Wrenn 1. Jackie Elliott 1926

2. Alice Vester
Correction: Edward Wrenn Alice Vester Wrenn 1926
Page 81
Recorded: Doris Caroll Johnnie Johnson 1938
Correction: Doris Carroll Charles M. Johnson 1938

6. On Pages 92 and 94 in the chapter on Marriages the dates of two of our
members’ marriages were miscopied:

Recorded: William Lester Crips & Della Mae Cox - 1853
Correction: William Lester Crisp & Della Mae Cox - 1953

Recorded: Ernest D. Penny and Betsy Jane Pagan - 1949
Correction: Ernest D. Penny and Betsy Jane Pagan - 1946

Also, on page 94 the marriage of one couple was omitted due to lack of
knowledge at the time.
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