the minds and hearts of those who have entered her doors. God’s bene-.
diction on her and her people has ever been present.

""Faith of our Fathers living still . . .
We will be true to Thee "till death™'.

F. W, Faber.

28



THE PEOPLE

A Reason For Life*

I don't know bhow to say it bul sompebow (f seems to me

That maybe we are stationed where God wants us o be,

That the litle place M'm filling, is the reason for my birth

And fjust to do the work | do, He sent me doun to earth.

If God had wanted otherwise, | reckon he'd bave made

Me just a little different or a4 worse or better grade.

And since God knows and wnderstands all things of land ond sea,
[ fanicy that He placed me here, fust where He wanted wme.
Sometimes | get to thinking, as my labors [ reneu

That I should like a bigher place with greater jazks to do,

But | comet tg the conclusion, when the eniying is stilled

That the post to which God sent me, is the post He wanted filled,
Yo I plod along and struggle, in the hope when day {5 thiongh,
That I'm really necessary o the things God wants to do.

And there isn't any service | con give that | should scom,

For it may be just the reason, God allowed me to be bom.

Contributed by Charfes L. McCullers

Mo history is complete that does not inclode the names of those who
have labored so tirelessly in shaping the events of by-gone-vears and,
also, of those who are keeping the good works up even to this present
time. We reap the fruits of their labors and we must not show ingratitude
by forgetfulness. God said to us throwgh Paol’s teachings in Homans
13:7, “*Render therefore to all their dues: Tribute to whom tribute 15 due;
honor to whom honor'. So here we will honor the Lay Leaders who have
worked and are now working in the fields of Mt Zion.

Down through the eons of time, as recorded in the Bible, God has
always raised up great leaders when His children needed human guid-
ance, and He has been no less mindful of the people of Mt. Zion. He
has blessed us with many fine young people to take up His work when
the older ones have had to lay it down; and has endowed them with an
illustricus heritage worth lar beyond the value of silver and gold, May
we ever grow stronger in faith built on the foundation laid down by the
Hallowed labors of those who have gone before us.
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There have been a multitude
ol these consecrated people, and
they have rendered services of
untold value in establishing the _'j:
Lord’s work at Mt. Zion. In the |
early history, now veiled in the
mist of time, there were John
Thomas and Susan Leach, who
founded the Church. They reared
a large family, many of whom
established their homes in the
community after they married.
Some of their descendents were ©
the Leaches, Banks, McLeans,
Youngs, Tumers, Edmondsdns,
Taylors, and McCullers. Only
two of their descendents are at
the present time members of Mt. Zion. They are Nancy Coston McCullers
Ferguson and myself, Merdyth Bascom MeCullers Lane.

From old wills, deeds, and documents dated from the late 1700's
to the middle 1800°s, there is found, other than the above mentioned
families, those who lived in the community to bethe following: Sanders,
Myvatts, Lees, Williams, Averas, Waltons, Colemans, Clarks, Stephens,
Johns, Jones, Collins, Wellons, Wheelers, Gulleys, Utleys, Smiths,
Johnsons, Hollands, Yates, Pates, Browns, Bames, Kings, Parrishes,
Owerbys, Pennvs, Finches, and Messers. [t is certain that these families
were not all members of Mt. Zion; but since it is recorded that all Prot-
estant Faiths worked together to further God's work in those days, it is
reasonable to believe that they as well as others helped in the growth
of Mt. Zion.

As has been stated previously, the Mt. Zion records prior to 1840
have been lost, however, there are several names recorded in this 1840
record before the date 1844 appears. These were evidently the members,
then active, who joined before this roll was made. The first name noted,
as has already been mentioned, is that of FElizabeth Willis Sanders
Leach, then the roll abounds in the following family names: Leach,
Sanders, Turner, Finch, Garrard, Jackson, Austin, Barnes, Banks, Me-
Cullers, Johnson, Pate, Lee, Riddle, Maynard, Wood, Gower, Young,
Stephenson, Holland, Hicks, Stedman, Partin, Taylor, King, Simonds,
Suggs, Smith, Mitchel, Wynn, Brady, Willis, Harper, Wrenn, Brown, Tilly,
Parrish, Johns, Adams, Walton. Jones, LeMay,Penny, Dodd , Williams Wright,
Batts, Hobby, Lassister, Moore, Gulley, Stephens, Godwin, Barber,
Carroll, Barbour, and Stephens. Since the 1920°s, new names which have
been added are Cline, Messer, Powell, Franks, Best, Thigpen, Holmes,

Elizabeth Sanders Leach (Mrs. J. T.)
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Lucas, Rogers, Grissom, Zettlemaier, Massey, Britt, Utley, Bonner,
Olive, Blalock, Poole, Ferguson, Boone, Lane, Sherratt, Dean, Windham,
Collie, Roberts, Faison, McElveen, Veasey, Feirstein, Howard, Melver,
Soldritch, Ethridge, McEachern, Terry, Dawson, Walker, Page, Kapplin,
Brantly, McLaughlin, Grimes, Ennis, Pendergraph, Sorrell, Ellington,
Stanley, Whitley, Harrington, Henley, Garrison, Myers, Coats, Avcock,
Jordan, Sauls, Tart, Bennett, Broughton, Cox, Crisp, Raynor, Carey,
Albin, Creech, Bridgers, Langley, Gordon, Evans, Goffrey, Humphries,
Mwatt, McCabe, Crayton, Hudson, Hall, McDaniel, Passmore, Thornton,
Hardison, Bagwell, Nelson, Reselli, Council, Howell, Harrelson, Ingram,
Ward, Matthews, Lewis, Meadows, Dupree, Deans, Brannon, and Sullivan.

However, couples of the community of olden days who have the
most descendents active in the Church today were Lee Penny and wife,
Elizabeth Byrd Penny:; Zachery Lee and wife, Nancy Frazier Lee: and
F. Jackson Williams and wife, Charlotta Ogburn Williams. Their de-
scendents make up about two-thirds of the Church membership today.
These three couples settled in the Community more than a century ago.

Mr. Penny was an educator and farmer. Some of his descendents
who are most active in the Church today are the Pennys, Deans, Jones,
Crissoms, Thorntons, Tarts, MeDaniels, Duprees, Evans, McElveens,
Franks, Brannings, and MeCraws.

Mr, Williams and Mr. Lee were prominent farmers of the area. They
are great-great-grandparents of Berry Otha Barbour, who entered the
ministry from Mt. Zion in 1965. Berry's grandparents, who many of us
remember today, were Johnnie Barbour and Ella Lee Barbour. Mrs. Bar-
bhour was a member of Mt. Zion for many vears. Others of Mr. and Mrs.
Williams and Mr. and Mrs. Lee's descendants who are active in the
Church today are the Barbours, Stevens, Utleys, Godwins, Williams,
Hudsons, Coxs, Crisps, Sorrells, Ellingtons, Lees, Coats, Franks,
Carrolls, Myers, and Councils,

Also, as has already been mentioned, Thompson Garrard, one of the
Circuit Riders, married the widow, Martha Whitaker McCullers, and lo-
cated in this community. Their daughter, Sallie Garrard, married Robert
Hite Johnson, and many of their descendents are active in the Church
today. They are the Powells, Thigpens, Creeches, Raynors, Pooles,
Etheridges, and Howells,

Another family of long ago, who did much to aid in the growth of
Mt. Zion and whose descendents are active in the Church today was
that of Bartley Johnson., He was married three times: first to Emily
Coats, second to Betsy Smith, and last to Olive Stevenson. He and his
first wife, Emily Coats, are grandparents of Neil Beckwith Johnson,
another of Mt. Zion’s sons to enter the ministry, Those who are active
in the Church today are the Johnsons, Hobhys, Britts, Messers, Coats,
Zettlemyers, and Olives, These are also descendents of Matthew Jones
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