every Sabbath, the Sunday School scon grew into a worship service led
by one of the Saintly Leaders of the Church. This was true at Mt. Zion,
and many souls have been led to the Throne of God by the words of God-
ly wisdom uttered with the tongues of these good people and by the
Christ-like spirit shown through them in their daily lives.

The first North Carolina Circuit was formed in 1775, and Dr. John
King, who settled about ten miles west of Raleigh, was the first Circuit
Rider appointed to this part of the State. Since he died around 17899, it
is doubtful that he ever preached in this immediate vicinity. It is said
that the very first Methodist preacher to bring a message to the Raleigh
area was Jessie Lee, who was stationed near here during the Revolu-
tionary War in 1780. He refused to fight, and the officers placed him in
jail. However, on Sunday merning he pleaded so hard to be allowed to
preach that his request was granted. His sermon was wonderfully im-
pressive, so much so that the officers freed him, and he continued with
his Regiment as their Chaplain. Thus, he was enabled to bring many
into a saving knowledge of Christ.

“(God works in mysterious ways, His wonders to perform®,

As nearly as can be affirmed, some of the Circuit Riders to serve
Mt. Zion were: the Reverend Messrs. John E. Edwards, Junious P. Moore,
Thompson Garrard, David Culbreth, R. C. Maynard, E. E. Freeman, J. W.
Floyd, J. W. Wilson, P. H, Joyner, W. H. Barnes, T. B. Blake, Peter
Doub, T. B. Reeks, William Alexander Smith, and John Bobbit. There
must have been others during the long life of Mt, Zion of whom no record
has been found. The dates of service of some of these men will be given
later. What a glorious work they did, under the most tryving circumstances!
Only God could have given them the strength, wisdom, and power.
Praise His Holy name!

Their greatness was the greatness that does not die, but lives on-
and-on to strengthen and inspire those who follow.

""Go ye therefore and teach all naions, . .
and, lo, [ am with you alway, even to the
end of the world"”, Maitthew 28:19-20,

15



THE JOHNSTON ACADEMY

Gone is the Builder's School bouse
Crumbled beyond repair

Doun fell the sills and pillars

No longer visible there

But the House the Teacher builded
Will last for ever and aye

For that grand invisible building
Was a child's mind climbing the way.

Merdyth McCullers Lane
{ Transposed from V. H. Hall's *'"Two Temples').

Jesus said, as recorded in Luke 12:31, “But rather seek ye first
the Kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added unto wou'.

The people of the early Methodist Churches and their leaders fol-
lowed this admonition of our Lord and established first the temples of
worship, and then began to establish institutions of leamming in connec-
tion with the Churches,

At that time, there were few schoaols of higher education in America,
and these few were in the larger towns and cities. There were only small
private schools in the rural areas and these offered merely the most
elementary courses. The people of the Mt. Zion Community recognized
the need for an institution of higher learning; consequently, the Johnston
Academy was established on the Mt. Zion grounds during the first half
of the 1800°s.

State Superintendent Mebane's Educational Report of 1898 lists
among the academies of Johnston County prior to the Civil War the one
at Mt. Zion and has this to say:

*The Jobnston Academy, a mixed school, is
often called the Leachburg Academy from the
place where it is sitwated Dr. J. T. Leach was
prime mover in its orgenization, which was in
1849*.
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This school, along with the
Church, wielded a great influence
on the lives of the people and can
be felt even now - - more thao a
hundred vears later. It has been
said that **education without God
i like a ship without a compass®’,
and we are thankful today that our
forefathers placed God [irat,

In the early vears this school
was one of the highest institutions
of learning in the County and sur-
rounding avea. Itg eurriculum con-
sisted of language, music, teacher
training education, and art, along
with the Liberal Arts of college
atatus. Not only the yvoung people § ; ]
of this community attended after Dr. Jamas Thomas Leach, M.D.
finishing the local private schools,
but there were hoarding scholars as well. Several of the families of the
community opened their doors to these voung people, thereby serving
the Lord in another category. These students came [tom Smithfield and
other nearby villages and settlements in quite large numbers, Some of
the homes that were opened to them were those of Dr. and Mrs. J. T.
Leach, Mr. and Mrs. Boaz Young, Dr. and Mrs, John Sanders Lesch,
Mr. and Mras. Jim Edmondson and Mr. and AMrs. William Pate. In later
vears, just before the State took over the school, Mr. and Mrs. Hemry B.
Brady, Mr. and Mrs, Alfted Dickerson Taylor, and Mr. and Mrs, William
Fdward MeCullers also shared their homes with those who wanted o
attend the Academy. There were probably others, too, of which there
is no knnwledge today.

The Academy was a frame building of one large room divided by a
removable partition, thus affording two smaller rooms. This partition
was removed for presentation of plays, for political meetings, and other
community activities. There was a rostrum in each room, and since this
was a co-educational institution and the voung men and ladies were not
allowed to “mingle closely®, the girls were placed on one side of the
rostrum, and the boys on the other. There was also a music studio,
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