MEMORIALS AND GIFTS

""Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.”*

— Issac Watts

The gifts which we make to the church and thereby to our Heavenly
Father, are, indeed, ““far too small;"" and unless we give ourselves
with the gift, it availeth nothing. James Russell Lowell, in his **Vision
of Sir Launfal®® tells us that,*“The gift without the giver is bare,”” which
we know is quite true.

We find recorded in Luke 12:34 that Jesus said: ““For where your
ireasure is, there will vour heart be also.’” We have experienced this
many times, for the more we give, the more deeply we love and the
greater blessing we receive.

The real estate given to Mt. Zion for the Lord’s work, as has al-
ready been recorded, is as follows: two acres of land by John Thomas
Leach prior to 1825; thirty five one hundredths acre of land by Eula
Jones Wrenn and E. Street Jones and wife, Lorena (. Jones, September
2. 1944:; two and four tenths acres of land by The Reverend J. D). A,
Autrey and wife, Laura W. Autrey, February 20, 1956; and three houses
and lots in the City of Raleigh, bequeathed by Thomas Lane McCullers
Auvgust 8, 1962,

Gifts for the Sanctuary and Annex which can be recalled are as
follows: carpet for the Church, by the Ladies® Aid Society in 1914; Fair
linens finished with hand crocheted symbols of the Church by Cleo P.
Wrenn in 1914; piano by the Epworth League and friends in 1927; Fair
linens for the Altar by Leute Willis McCullers in 1932; Pulpit Bible hy
Rev. Neil B., Ritta B., Mavnard and Josephine Johnson in 193%9; Kneel-
ing cushions for the Chancel hy Mary Hocutt Taylor and Nancy
MeCullers Ferguson in 1950; Fair linens for the Altar by the Women's
Society of Christian Service in 1951; Baptismal Font by the Women's
Society of Christian Service in 1952; pew by William E. Johnson and
wife, Ethleen Medlin Johnson in 1952; pew by Raney A. Moore and wife,
Delphia Johnson Moore in 1952; lighting fixtures for the Sanctuary by
Jack Mvatt and the Ed MeCullers Memorial Class in 1954; carpet hy the
Woman®s Society of Christian Service and the Good Neighbor Club in
1954; pulpit chairs by Paul J. Johnson and wife, Mabel Parrish Johnson
in 1957: cross for Pulpit Alcove by Mary Hocutt Taylor in 1958; Bible
Marker by Methodist Youth Fellowship in 1958; pulpit scarf by Mary
Hocutt Tavlor in 1958; altar table scarf by children of Vacation Bible

115



School in 1959; Communion Table by the Ladies of the Church in 1960;
pedestals for Altar floral offerings by the Woman’s Society of Christian
Service in 1960; tile for the Annex floors by Alfred T. Taxler and wife,
Mary Hocutt Taylor in 1961; curtains for the Annex by Dexter D. Fenny
and wife, Mabel Grissom Penny and the Ladies of the Church in 1962;
reilings for front steps of Sanctuary by Mahel G. Penny in 19625 velve-
teen drapes for the Pastor's Study by the Ladies of the Church in 1963;
two accordian doors for the Annex by the Ladies of the Church in 1963;
one accordian door by the Methodist Men in 1963; pew by Paul J.
Johnson and wife, Mabel Parrish Johnson in 1963; choir robes by Robert
A. Stevens and wife, Lena Barbour Stevens in 1964; electric fan for the
choir loft by Mary H. Taylor in 1964; hospital bed by The Ed MceCullers
Memorial Class in 1964: public address system hy J. Otha Barbour
and wife, Onnie L. Boyette Barbour and Berry Q. Barbour and wife,
Dixie Walls Barbour in 19%64; stained glass window for the South Tran-
sept by Elmo P. Broughton and wife, Mary Johnson Broughton in 19645
stained glass window for the North Transept by Paul J. Johnson and
wife, Mabel Parrish Johnson in 1964; and an electric organ hy the
Methodist Youth Fellowship in 1965.

Gifts to improve and add interest to the Church lawn follow: an
arched marker for the driveway by the Epworth League and Nancy
MeCullers in 1928; cement walks for the grounds by the Methodist Men
in 1961; a marker for the Church lawn by the Methodist Youth Fellow-
ship in 1964; and markers for many graves in the cemetery hy the Metho-
dist Men in 1966.

We find in Mark 14:9 that Jesus speaks of the Gospel being a
memorial to the woman who annointed His feet with the precious oint-
ment and, to us, it seems just and right for the living to place memorials
in the Church to those departed dear ones who loved God and their
fellow man and who worked in the fields of Mt. Zion.

Gifts placed in the Sanctuary as memorials to our loved ones and
to the Glory of God are as follow: Pulpit chairs in memory of Mrs, Martha
Whitaker MeCullers Garrard and Mrs. Elizabeth Sanders Leach by
Edgar B. McCullers and wife, Alma Leach Avera McCullers in 19144
Oak Offering Plates in memory of William Edward MeCullers by Leute
W. MecCullers and children in 1943; stained glass windows in the
Sanctuary and Vestibule in 1950 in memory of the following: Dr. James
Thomas Leach and wife, Elizabeth Sanders Leach by prandchildren and
great-prandchildren; Susan Leach Banks by Thomas Allen Banks and
wife, Margarct Kelly Banks; Charles Edward MceCullers and wives,
Nancy Temperence Leach MeCullers and Henrietta Bascom Turner
McCullers hy Thomas Lane MeCullers; Anderson Gower and second
wife, Bettie Bridgers Gower by Dr. Floyd G. Gower, Norma Gower, and
Ruby Gower Nicholson; Sarah Elizabeth Barnes hy Jack Mwatt; Bythan
B. Johnson and wife, Henrietta Jones Johnson by Durwood C. Johnson
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